M.R.C.G.P. THE MRCGP STUDY BOOK by unknown
this new book the authors have been successful in obtaining an acceptable mixture of pharma-
cology, clinical pharmacology and therapeutics so that the book can be used as a single
textbook for students during courses in all three subjects.
The chapters on general principles are well prepared especially those on pharmacokitWics,
which should be of interest and value to many practising doctors as wel as students. In
the sections devoted to systems or groups of drugs, the relevant details are clearly presented
with infornation on mode of action, pharmacokinetics, clinical use and adverse effects aid
advice on general management.
This is a welcome new book that should be of considerable value to students and to
many doctors.
RGS
SAFER CANCER CHEMOTHERAPY. By L A Price, Bridget T Hill, MW_
Ghilchik. (Pp 124, Figs 28. £9.50). London: Bailliere Tindall, 1981.
THIS book is a multi-author:text with 18 contributors. It contains 26 chapters within 120
pages. Inevitably some of the comment is scant.
To those looking for a simple and logical framework for chemotherapy, the book will
be reassuring. The "safer" Price-Hill cell kinetic method is an attractive concept and is well
presented in this volume. However, there are several theoretical and practical limitations
which are not discussed and the doctrine is by no means generally accepted.
The case for more clinical trials is well argued and only in this way will progress be
made. Unfortunately one is still left with a feeling of uncertainty as to which trials one should
enter. Nonetheless the book is a useful document outlining the main points in favour of
the clinical application of cell kinetics and is a useful background reference for a number of
clinical trials currently underway.
JR & WSL
M.R.C.G.P. THE MRCGP STUDY BOOK. By TAI Bouchier Hayes, John Fry,
Eric Gambrill, Alistair Moulds and K Young. (Pp 175. £9.75 (paperback)).
London, Dordrecht, Boston. Update Books, 1981.
THE authors of this book have succeeded admirably in conveying their practical understanding
of the setting, format, content and marking schedules of the MRCGP Examination of the
Royal College of General Practitioners. Familiarity beforehand with its various aspects
should greatly allay the anxiety of candidates and thereby enhance performance. The
reader will benefit by a concise explanation of why Opscan sheets are used for the M.C.Q.
(multiple choice) and why a negative marking system is adopted. Constructive advice is
offered as to how best to use time effectively and obtain maximum marks in answering the
other two written pepers, the M.E.Q. (modified essay) and the T.E.Q. (traditional essay).
The mock tests included are extremely realistic in presentation and content and the
inclusion of suggested marking schedules gives a candidate a realistic impression of what to
expect in the real examination.
In the absence of real patients the examiners attach particular importance to the
viva voce. The Log Diary and Problem Solving Orals are discussed authentically and
consideration of the sample questions and answers provides many helpful hints, as to
how the candidate should behave face to face with the examiners. I envisage the book
having a wide-circulation amongst doctors who intend to sit the M.R.C.G.P. It would be
of the utmost value to young doctors. who are undergoing vocational training for general
practice, in order to enhance their performance in the real test on completion of training.
WGI
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